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June 14, 2023 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

Please consider this letter of support for the Wichita Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 
(WAMPO’s) application for a Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Planning and Demonstration grant. 
WAMPO is seeking the necessary funds to pilot behavioral strategies and conduct before and after 
studies to determine safety countermeasure effectiveness specific to the Wichita region.  

The WAMPO region, which includes all of Sedgwick and portions of Butler and Sumner counties, is home 
to over half a million residents.  Of those residents who are working, over 90% either drive alone in a 
personal vehicle (85%) or carpool in a personal vehicle (8%).  With the majority of people in the region 
traveling by car, crashes can occur, impacting families, friendships and the fabric of this community. 
Unfortunately, the number of driving fatalities in the region has continued to rise over the last few 
years. During a ten year-review from 2012-2021 and partial data from 2022, there were approximately 
109,000 crashes within the WAMPO area. Moreover, a total of 240 fatal or serious injuries involving 
pedestrians occurred in the WAMPO region. 

WAMPO’s most recent long-range Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), adopted in 2020, identified 
Safety and Health as a focus area noting a desire to address increases in roadway fatalities in the region. 
The following year WAMPO completed a Vision Zero Plan to provide information and resources about 
the Vision Zero framework to its member communities. WAMPO is now working with regional partners 
to develop a Comprehensive Safety Action Plan (CSAP) that builds off of the 2021 Vision Zero Safety 
Plan, but is structured around the Safe System Approach. This plan will be completed later this year and 
will identify behavioral and engineering solutions to reduce severe crashes.  

The SS4A Planning and Demonstration grant presents an opportunity to pilot some of the 
recommendations that are being considered for inclusion in the CSAP to determine which 
countermeasures could be most effective in the Wichita region.  

Bike Walk Wichita commits to continuing to support WAMPO’s efforts and participate as a key 
stakeholder throughout the demonstration project and subsequent implementation of countermeasures 
and strategies recommended in the CSAP. We hope the Department will strongly consider WAMPO’s 
collaborative approach to improving safety in the region. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Kim Neufeld, 
Executive Director, Bike Walk Wichita, Inc. 
325 N. St. Francis 
Wichita, Kansas 67202 











 

 



 
 
June 20, 2023 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 

Secretary of Transportation 

US Department of Transportation 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 

Washington, DC 20590 

 

Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 

 

The Regional Economic Area Partnership (REAP) is writing in support of the Wichita Area Metropolitan 
Planning Organization’s (WAMPO’s) application for a Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Planning 
and Demonstration grant. WAMPO is seeking funds to pilot behavioral strategies and conduct before and 
after studies to determine safety countermeasure effectiveness specific to the Wichita region.  
 
REAP is comprised of thirty city and county governments in ten counties of South Central Kansas. These 
jurisdictions have voluntarily come together to guide the state and national actions that affect economic 
development in the region. They also work together to adopt joint actions among governments that 
enhance the regional economy. 
 
The WAMPO region is home to over half a million residents.  Of those working residents, over 90% either 
drive alone or carpool in a personal vehicle. With the majority of people in the region traveling by car, the 
number of driving fatalities in the region has continued to rise over the last few years. During a ten year-
review from 2012-2021 and partial data from 2022, there were approximately 109,000 crashes within the 
WAMPO area. Moreover, a total of 240 fatal or serious injuries involving pedestrians occurred in the 
WAMPO region. 
 
WAMPO’s most recent long-range Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), adopted in 2020, identified 
Safety and Health as a focus area noting a desire to address increases in roadway fatalities in the region. 
The following year WAMPO completed a Vision Zero Plan to provide information and resources about the 
Vision Zero framework to its member communities. WAMPO is now working with regional partners to 
develop a Comprehensive Safety Action Plan (CSAP) that builds off of the 2021 Vision Zero Safety Plan, 
but is structured around the Safe System Approach.  
 
The SS4A Planning and Demonstration grant presents an opportunity to pilot recommendations being 
considered for inclusion in the CSAP to determine which countermeasures could be most effective in the 
Wichita region.  
 
REAP commits to continuing to support WAMPO’s efforts and participate as a key stakeholder throughout 
the demonstration project and subsequent implementation of countermeasures and strategies 
recommended in the CSAP. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

 
Chairman Pete Meitzner 
Sedgwick County Commission 
REAP Chair 
100 N. Broadway 
Ste. 660 
Wichita, KS 67202 
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June 21,2023

The Honorable Pete Buttigieg
Secretary of Tra nsportation

US Department of Transportation
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20590

Dear Secretary Buttigieg,

Please consider this letter of support for the Wichita Area Metropolitan Planning Organization's
(WAMPO's) application for a Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Planning and Demonstration grant.
WAMPO is seeking the necessary funds to pilot behavioral strategies and conduct before and after
studies to determine safety countermeasure effectiveness specific to the Wichita region.

The WAMPO region, which includes all of Sedgwick and portions of Butler and Sumner counties, is home
to over half a million residents. Of those residents who are working, over 9O% either drive alone in a
personal vehicle (85%) or carpool in a personalvehicle (8%). With the majority of people in the region
traveling by car, crashes can occur, impacting families, friendships and the fabric of this community.
Unfortunately, the number of driving fatalities in the region has continued to rise over the last few
years. During a ten year-review from 2012-2021 and partial data from 2O22,lhere were approximately
109,000 crashes within the WAMPO area. Moreover, a total of 24A fatal or serious injuries involving
pedestrians occurred in the WAMPO region, and city crashes comprised approximately 6OYo of all fatal
and serious injury crashes.

WAMPO's most recent long-range Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), adopted in 2020, identified
Safety and Health as a focus area noting a desire to address increases in roadway fatalities in the region.
The following year WAMPO completed a Vision Zero Plan to provide information and resources about
the Vision Zero framework to its member communities. WAMPO is now working with regional partners
to develop a Comprehensive Safety Action Plan (CSAP) that builds off of the 2021 Vision Zero Safety
Plan, but is structured around the Safe System Approach. This plan will be completed later this year and
will identify behavioral and engineering solutions to reduce severe crashes.
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The SS4A Planning and Demonstration grant presents an opportunity to pilot some of the
recommendations that are being considered for inclusion in the CSAP to determine which
countermeasures could be most effective in the Wichita region.

Sedgwick County commits to continuing to support WAMPO's efforts and participate as a key
stakeholder throughout the demonstration project and subsequent implementation of countermeasures
and strategies recommended in the CSAP. We hope the Department willstrongly consider WAMpo,s
collaborative approach to improving safety in the region.
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The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
July 10, 2023 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg, 
Please consider this letter of support for the Wichita Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (WAMPO’s) application for a Safe 
Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Planning and Demonstration grant.  WAMPO is seeking the necessary funds to pilot behavioral 
strategies and conduct before and after studies to determine safety countermeasure effectiveness specific to the Wichita region.  

The WAMPO region, which includes all of Sedgwick and portions of Butler and Sumner counties, is home to over half a million 
residents.  Of those residents who are working, over 90% either drive alone in a personal vehicle (85%) or carpool in a personal 
vehicle (8%).  With the majority of people in the region traveling by car, crashes can occur, impacting families, friendships and the 
fabric of this community.  Unfortunately, the number of driving fatalities in the region has continued to rise over the last few years. 
During a ten year-review from 2012-2021 and partial data from 2022, there were approximately 109,000 crashes within the 
WAMPO area.  Moreover, a total of 240 fatal or serious injuries involving pedestrians occurred in the WAMPO region, and city 
crashes comprised approximately 60% of all fatal and serious injury crashes.   

WAMPO’s most recent long-range Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), adopted in 2020, identified Safety and Health as a 
focus area noting a desire to address increases in roadway fatalities in the region.  The following year WAMPO completed a Vision 
Zero Plan to provide information and resources about the Vision Zero framework to its member communities.  WAMPO is now 
working with regional partners to develop a Comprehensive Safety Action Plan (CSAP) that builds off of the 2021 Vision Zero 
Safety Plan, but is structured around the Safe System Approach.  This plan will be completed later this year and will identify 
behavioral and engineering solutions to reduce severe crashes.  

The SS4A Planning and Demonstration grant presents an opportunity to pilot some of the recommendations that are being 
considered for inclusion in the CSAP to determine which countermeasures could be most effective in the Wichita region.  

Sedgwick County Department on Aging commits to continuing to support WAMPO’s efforts and participate as a key stakeholder 
throughout the demonstration project and subsequent implementation of countermeasures and strategies recommended in the 
CSAP.  We hope the Department will strongly consider WAMPO’s collaborative approach to improving safety in the region. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

Annette Graham, LSCSW 
Executive Director 

Department on Aging 
271 W. 3rd St. N., Suite 500, Wichita, KS 67202 - www.sedgwickcounty.org - Toll Free: 855-200-2372 - FAX: 316-660-1936 

 
Annette Graham 

Director 
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July 10, 2023 
 
The Honorable Pete Buttigieg 
Secretary of Transportation 
US Department of Transportation 
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE 
Washington, DC 20590 
 
Dear Secretary Buttigieg: 
 
Please consider this letter of support for the Wichita Area Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (WAMPO’s) application 
for a Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) Planning and Demonstration grant. WAMPO is seeking the necessary funds 
to pilot behavioral strategies and conduct before and after studies to determine safety countermeasure effectiveness 
specific to the Wichita region.  
 
The WAMPO region, which includes all of Sedgwick and portions of Butler and Sumner counties, is home to over half a 
million residents.  Of those residents who are working, over 90% either drive alone in a personal vehicle (85%) or carpool 
in a personal vehicle (8%).  With the majority of people in the region traveling by car, crashes can occur, impacting 
families, friendships and the fabric of this community. Unfortunately, the number of driving fatalities in the region has 
continued to rise over the last few years. During a ten year-review from 2012-2021 and partial data from 2022, there 
were approximately 109,000 crashes within the WAMPO area. Moreover, a total of 240 fatal or serious injuries involving 
pedestrians occurred in the WAMPO region. 
 
WAMPO’s most recent long-range Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP), adopted in 2020, identified Safety and 
Health as a focus area noting a desire to address increases in roadway fatalities in the region. The following year 
WAMPO completed a Vision Zero Plan to provide information and resources about the Vision Zero framework to its 
member communities. WAMPO is now working with regional partners to develop a Comprehensive Safety Action Plan 
(CSAP) that builds off of the 2021 Vision Zero Safety Plan, but is structured around the Safe System Approach. This 
plan will be completed later this year and will identify behavioral and engineering solutions to reduce severe crashes.  
 
The SS4A Planning and Demonstration grant presents an opportunity to pilot some of the recommendations that are 
being considered for inclusion in the CSAP to determine which countermeasures could be most effective in the Wichita 
region.  
 
The City of Wichita commits to support WAMPO’s efforts and will participate as a key stakeholder throughout the 
demonstration project and subsequent implementation of countermeasures and strategies recommended in the CSAP. 
We hope the Department will strongly consider WAMPO’s collaborative approach to improving safety in the region. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Dr. Brandon Whipple 
Mayor, City of Wichita  
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